Compromise Curbs Schools Fight

and

Denis’ eleventh-hour proposal accelerates Bells Mill fix

protects Seven Locks.

By KEN SILLSTONE
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Councilmember Marilyn Praisner (D-4), Coancll President George
Leventhal (D-Ar Large) and Councilmember Steve Silverman (D-At
Large) confer during a more than three-hour Council session May 11
to deal with elementary school overcrowding in Potomac.
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School Debate Locked Up?

b AL 3

Seven Locks, which he called “life insurance™ for the school's
defenders as well as language that states it will remain a schoal
Drenss abso adided a provisson to scale down the Bells Mill projeci
ronnectson with the Seven Locks expansion—Lkerping o the Board
plavs jughly 506 mullion price veg over the next s yeoars for
Poremac, Bells Mill, and Seven Locks.

WEAST COMPARED satisfying the competing needs of the three
sehurols o sulving a Rubik's Cube.

"We hac all been discussing anvihing gt war, ™ he said, “Some-
times these tease situations—and 've been a superintencent for
10 years—help you come up with some real creadive juices,™

The solution “keeps it within the budget, withour an additional
supplement, and works for all of the clusers oue there,” mean
ing chat other county school projects will nor be affected by the
Potormas -area changes, he said,

Weasts staff was suill crunching numbers an hour before the
11 2 me Council meeting. Denis hadn't finished drafring che lan.
guage of his proposal until 11 p.m. the previous nighe.

"We have just corrected years of problems that have been
hinded down by other bodies ahead of us, all m one fell swoop,”
Wieasr sawd

“This was dragging out for six years. As it
dragged out, people were at each uther"s_

throats
—Coune member Howard Denis (R-1)

THE PROBLEMS dsie back to at Jeast the Jawe 1990s, when
Potomec Elementary was severely overcrowded. The county
aborted a plan 0 revamp the school then made and anceled
plans for one-step and 1wo-step expansions at Seven Locks to
help Potomac and to baild on Kendale.

Civic groups, FTAs and community activists ot tmes stesned
the process and ar times were shur oue. They rallied around op-
position 10 the Kendale propesal and & February inspector
genecal's report that found that MCPS had nat fairly represented
the coste of the plan. Mas1 vizible was the Save Seven Locks Coa
litson, which used Freedom of Information Act requests and bud-
get analyses buikd ns case, labbying county leader, keeping a
Wb site, and printing now-omnipresent “Save Sewven Locks™ T-
shrTs.

Seven Locks parent Counenay Ellis aetributed Wednesday's
otiteome 1o “the power of the people, plain and simple.”




DURING THE FIGHT, the Schosl System also proposed giving
up severs) unused properties reservied for schaols after County
Executive Duag Duncan acked for public Innd we build affordable
tiousing. The public balked and the plans were withdrawn

Several sites—such as the currenr Ivymount School and
Hadley's Park site—weve given away without pullic nodce in
the 19605 and s,

Others. including a ste on Brickyard Road and the Kendale
gite, remajn vacant,

"T keep ntking . “Yes but what's happening 10 the Hendale
site” West Monigomery Coumty Citizens Assoaation Pressden
Ginny Barnes said afver hearing of the schools solurion. “What's
goung o happen w it? 1s ir just golng to tay there and be subgpea
o thee next Montgomery Counmry Public School sysiem fantagy?

West Monigommery was one of dozens of clvizen groups that
opposed bigliding wn Kendale, which Council and Board mem.
bers described as the most contentious school issue since mas
sive school tiosings in the 19705

'Fighting does not sulve problems. k exarerbaies themn,” Weast
said. I think thar today went a long way w mend those fences
and | think thal 1oday wem a long way 10 establish trus.”

As for Kendale. “Pepple have expressed a fo of bsues with
regard ro thar piece of lad, and well limen, ban | have 2o per
sonal, immediate plane or anything” he sald "It remams our
propery. ... It was bought in che 1960s, so it's stoved inoour
imveniory for 40 years.”



